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Forward together in Faith, Hope, and Love

Sunday December 8, 2024
Second Sunday of Advent
A Service of Advent Lessons and Carols
We Prepare for Worship
Praise Band

Preparing our Hearts
Look up and raise your heads because your redemption is drawing near.
Luke 21:28
Prelude: Three reflections on "Savior of the nations, come"
arr. David Lasky

*Processional Hymn: Creator of the stars of night #111
(Tune 170)

Welcome and Community Life News

We Worship God
The Call to Worship Rev. Dr. H. Vais

L.: Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let us
prepare ourselves so that we may be shown its true meaning. We
will hear in lessons from Holy Scripture how the prophets of Israel
foretold that God would visit and redeem us, his waiting people.

P: Let us rejoice in our carols and hymns that the good purpose
of God is being mightily fulfilled.

L: Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, will bring all people and all things into the glory of God’s
eternal kingdom.

P: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk; the lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the
poor have the Gospel preached to them.

L: But first, let us pray for the world which God so loves, for those who
have not heard the good news of God, or who do not believe it; for
those who walk in darkness and the shadow of death; and for the
Church in this place and everywhere, that it may be freed from all
evil and fear, and may in pure joy lift up the light of the love of God.

P: Let us humbly offer these prayers and praises to God, in the
words which Christ himself taught us:

Lord’s Prayer (debts)



Advent Candle Liturgy: Advent 2 Insert Jessica Chapman & Julie Meek
*Praise Time: Christmas Offering

Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star
While angels sang to lowly shepherds

Three wise men seeking truth traveled from afar
Hoping to find the child from Heaven

Falling on their knees

They bowed before the humble Prince of Peace

| bring an offering of worship to my King

No one on earth deserves the praises that | sing
Jesus may You receive the honour that You're due
Oh Lord | bring an offering to You

| bring an offering to You

The sun cannot compare to the glory of Your love
There is no shadow in Your presence

No mortal man would dare to stand before Your throne
Before the Holy One of Heaven

It's only by Your blood, it's only through Your mercy
Lord | come

| bring an offering of worship to my King
No one on earth deserves the praises that | sing
Jesus may You receive the honour that You're due
Oh Lord | bring an offering to You (REPEAT CHORUS)
Oh Lord | bring an offering to You
Words and music by Paul Baloche CCLI License #993446

We Listen for God’s Word
Children’s Time

*Advent Hymn: People, look east #125
First Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-8 Judy Chen
Solo: Comfort ye, my people G. F. Handel
Soloist: Joseph Long Nguyen
Second Lesson: Jeremiah 23:5-6 Jessica Chapman
Choir: The King shall come arr. James Kirkby
Third Lesson: Zechariah 9:9-10 Jessica Chapman
Solo: Rejoice, greatly, O daughter of Zion G.F. Handel
Soloist: Melissa Mackenzie  Piano: Judy Chen
Fourth Lesson: Haggai 2:6-9 Pascal Atem
Choir: Savior of the nations, come! arr. Evelyn R. Larter
Trumpet: Martin Chen
Fifth Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-6 Garth Low
Air & Chorus: O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion G.F. Handel

Soloist: Melissa Mackenzie, Piano: Judy Chen & The Chancel Choir



Sixth Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38 Sheila Gault

Quartet: Annunciation Carol arr. Richard Proulx
(Melissa Mackenzie, Verna Nunez, Joseph Long Nguyen, Artiom Loginov)
Advent Responsory: Rev. Dr. H. Vais

L: Judah and Jerusalem, fear not nor be dismayed.

P: Today and tomorrow, we will go out and the Lord will be with us.
L: Stand still and you shall see the salvation of the Lord.

P: Today and tomorrow, we will go out and the Lord will be with us.
L: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

P: Today and tomorrow, we will go out and the Lord will be with us.

Prayer:
O God, who makes us glad about the yearly expectation of your
coming, grant that we, who with joy receive your only begotten Son
as our Redeemer, may by grace and without fear behold him when
he comes to be our judge on the last day. We pray this through our
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

We Respond to God’s Word
Prayers of the People
Offering of Tithes and Gifts

*Doxology #830
Dedication of Offering
*Recessional Hymn; Lo! Christ comes with clouds #120

We are Sent Out as God’s People

*Musical Benediction: Go Now in Peace

*Charge and Benediction
Indeed, go out into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold
tightly to that which is good; give no person evil for evil; strengthen
the faint-hearted; support the weak; help the suffering; honor all
people; love and serve the Lord, always rejoicing in the power of the
Holy Spirit. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.

Postlude: "Lo! He comes with Clouds descending”  arr. Dick Sanderman
*if you are able, please stand

We welcome everyone who is worshiping here
%]&ﬁlﬂﬂ with us today. We hope that you feel comforted
in our fellowship and that you leave here

refreshed and inspired in your personal life.
You are invited to fill out a pew card or sign the guest book in the lobby.



** **\We welcome all children in worship. If you need to take a child
out during the worship service, the service can still be heard in the
lobby. For small children, we have a nursery in the Christian
Education wing where the service can still be heard. Our ushers are

available to assist you. Children must be accompanied by an adult
relative.

Thank you to all who participated in today’s service.

A special thanks to Garth Low and Jones Peterson who
prepared this service.
Thanks also to our soloists, and the choir.

For Worship:
Please silence and minimise use of cell phones
during the service of worship.
At the end of the service, please feel free to appreciate the postlude.
If you do leave the sanctuary, please do so quietly. Thank you.

2024 DONATION DEADLINE
Donations must be received at TPC no later than midnight on
Monday, December 30 to qualify for an official 2024 receipt for
income tax purposes. If you are delivering a donation to the church
when the office is closed, please drop your envelope into the mail
slot in the wooden door west of the main entrance.

The Sock Tree

Throughout the Advent and Christmas season, we
will be collecting warm men’s and women’s socks to
be distributed to those in need through Evangel Hall
Mission. This oft-overlooked item offers both

’ physical and psychological benefits.

PWS&D Giving Tree

The Presbyterian World Service & Development Gifts of
Change catalogue provides a unique opportunity to buy a
gift that matters for those “impossible to buy for” people on
| your gift list.

Pick up a copy of the catalogue on the table in the foyer or
' visit on-line at: presbyterian.ca/pwsd/donate

=

“2 Feel free to place a gift tag on the Giving Tree to
acknowledge your gift.




/ Kids Christmas Pageant Rehearsals!\

With Advent upon us, it is time, once again, for the

Grades 1-6 Class to prepare our Christmas Pageant presented
on Sunday December 15" during Worship service.

Please see the following rehearsal key dates below:

Today, Sunday December 8 (During Sunday School)

Saturday December 14 (5pm-8:30pm) Pizza Party & Rehearsal
Sunday December 15 (Pageant Day) arrive at 9:30am

Please note that our teen and kindergarten/preschool class are
also preparing presentations. The leaders of these groups will
reach out to their participants directly.

Any questions, please reach out to Amy Girard
K (amy.girard@rogers.com) /

/ Evangel Hall Christmas Dinner

' Every year the TPC senior youth go to Evangel Hall
ehm with some youth leaders and the minister to prepare
vl ission and serve Christmas dinner to the homeless and
underhoused at Evangel Hall Mission in Toronto.

This ministry is only made possible by the generous
donations of cash and food by our TPC members.
This year our youth will be serving dinner
on Sunday December 22.

The need is even greater this year as it is estimated we will need

to feed close to 200 people as opposed to the usual 100.

We pray you can support us again this year.

Our present needs include:

Cash donations 5 cooked turkeys
7 hams 140 Rolls/buns
9 cans cranberry sauce 12 cans gravy

24 boxes of stove-top stuffing 4 pounds of butter
1 large tub of Margarine
Sign up to donate at the table in the Fellowship Hall.

All food must be brought to the church
on Sunday December 22.



THORNHILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
271 Centre St., Thornhill L4J 1G5
(905) 889-5391
Manse: 905-889-6156
admin@tpchurch.net  www.tpchurch.net
Minister: Rev. Dr. Heather Vais
Director of Music Ministry: Jones Peterson
Church Office Administrator: Nadine Calfa
Office Hours: Tuesday — Friday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Custodian: Shadrack Obodai
Duty Elder: Russell Morden and Doug Miron

UPCOMING WEEK’S EVENTS AT A GLANCE
Sunday December 8, 2024

9:45 am — 10:30 am Sunday Morning Discovery — Conference Room
10:00 am Chancel Choir rehearsal — Chapel

11:00 am Worship Service — Advent 2

Tuesday December 10, 2024

10:00 am — 12:00 pm ESL Class — Chapel

7:30 pm Session Meeting — Zoom

Thursday December 12, 2024

7:30 pm — 8:45 pm Christmas Choir rehearsal — Sanctuary
Saturday December 14, 2024

5:00pm — 9:00 pm Christmas Pageant Practice and Pizza Party —

Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary

Sunday December 15, 2024
10:20 am Chancel Choir rehearsal — Chapel
11:00 am Worship Service — Advent 3

Hey Junior Youth Kids
and Teens!
On Saturday DecCember 1¢
We are having a
Sunday School Pageant Practice
¢ Pizza Party!

Pageant rehearsal 5:00 p.m.
Pizza Party and Games for all ages — 6:00 p.m.

The 2025 Presbyterian Wall calendars
are available at the church and can be
purchased for $10.00 each.

N '\;\" Alternatively, you can reserve one by calling
AV 9 ’\91 N\ our Church Administrator Nadine.



mailto:admin@tpchurch.net
http://www.tpchurch.net/

For many, Christmas is a bittersweet time
of year, especially for those who are
dealing with grief, significant life changes,
loneliness, illness,
and other challenges.

In this time of year with
short days and long nights,
we are reminded of
the darkness and grief that
surround us.

For those who seek a time
for solemn worship, healing, and light
you are invited

Longest Night Service
Wednesday December 18, 2024
Service —7:30 p.m.

Please come 15 minutes early to receive
and register your candles.
Reception to follow.

The 175th Anniversary Cookbooks have arrived!
They are on sale for $20 each.

A limited number of copies will be available after worship
in the lobby every Sunday in December (or until we run out).

Don’t miss your chance to cook, celebrate
and savour this piece of TPC history.




Hymn
Creator of the stars of night

Creator of the stars of night,

your people’s everlasting light,

O Christ, the Saviour of us all,

we pray, oh hear us when we call.

To you the labour pain was known
that made the whole creation groan,
until the time that you would free
your own in glorious liberty.

Old was the world that drew toward night;
you came, but not in splendour bright

as monarch, but the humble child

of Mary, faithful mother mild.

At your great name, Christ Jesus, now

all knees must bend; all hearts must bow;
all things in heaven your name shall bless.
All things on earth your power confess.

Come in your holy might, we pray;
redeem us for eternal day,

when all your judgements will be known
and power of darkness overthrown.

To God the Father, God the Son
and God the Spirit, Three-in-One,
laud, honour, might and glory be
from age to age eternally. Amen.



Hymn
People, look east

People, look east. The time is near

of the crowning of the year.

Make your house fair as you are able;
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
Love the guest is on the way.

Furrows, be glad; though earth is bare,
one more seed is planted there:

give up your strength, the seed to nourish,
that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today:

Love the rose is on the way.

Birds, though you long have ceased to build,
guard the nest that must be filled.

Even the hour when wings are frozen

God for fledging time has chosen.

People, look east and sing today:

Love the bird is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,

bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today:

Love the star is on the way.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth
Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today:
Love the Lord is on the way.



Hymn
Lo! Christ comes with clouds

Lo! Christ comes with clouds descending,
Lamb of God for sinners slain;

thousand thousand saints attending

swell the Lord’s triumphant train.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!

God appears on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold thee

robed in awe and majesty;

we, who scorned and mocked and sold thee,
pierced and nailed thee to the tree,

deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply grieving,
shall the true Messiah see.

Now redemption, long awaited,

see in glorious life appear!

All God’s creatures freed from groaning,
sounds of liberation hear:

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!

See the day of God appear.

Evermore let all adore thee

high on thine eternal throne;

crowns and empires fall before thee:

thou shalt reign and thou alone.

Come, Lord Jesus; come, Lord Jesus; come, Lord
Jesus!

Claim all glory for thine own.



